BS  g>atnct  Ctlbbccf)t  hys  hatrid  that 
he  bare  vnto  Women.)  and  the  begyn- 
nynges  therof,  and  hys  forbyddynge  them 
to  approche  vnto  hys  Chirches  bor- 

dyrs  :  tJjCLlj’tl)  ye  doleful  difaftirs  y*  be- 
fel  all  such  as  trespaflide  wythin  ye 
fam :  su-so  ye  straunge  and 

fchamefull  penaunce  apoyn- 
tyd  vnto  Mayfter  Peter 
Baxter ,  Burgeffe  in 
Nevve  Castell,  hys 
mayde  servaunts 
twaine. 

Nevvely  gathered  out  of  auntient  Cronicls  and 
Ould  Wrytynges  very  pythye  and 
pytyfull  Jor  to  reade . 


doctor  quant  tna<jnu$ !  grabfe  bus,  W  mttfe  ut  agnu* ; 
3Furtutt  natug,  jugtug,  puts,  tt  motferatug ; 
pmantt,  irtantm*  culpas  merantf. 


^aitrt  Cutrfin^t  l)}>#  Jjatrfa 

tfjat  | n  tare  tnto  Women. 


2T.  Citt^rt,  in  common  with  the  majority 
of  his  canonized  brethren,  who  figure  in  the 
annals  of  Romish  hagiography,  appears  to  have 
entertained  or  affected  a  profound  and  pious  an¬ 
tipathy  to  the  female  sex. 

There  are  on  record,  proofs  of  the  super-saintly 
aversion  which  he  exhibited,  not  during  his  life 
merely,  but  after  his  beatification.  They  were 
accompanied  by  circumstances  of  no  equivocal  character,  and  were 
expressed  with  no  small  demonstration  of  austerity  and  displeasure. 
“  The  origin  of  St.  Cuthbert’s  dislike  to  females,-”  as  Mr.  Raine 
informs  us,  “  is  said  to  have  been  caused  by  a  false  charge  of 
seduction  made  against  him  by  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  Pictish 
kings.”*  The  nature  of  this  imputation  and  the  extraordinary  display 
of  supernatural  power  for  which  it  furnished  the  opportunity,  in 
vindication  of  his  innocence,  are  detailed  in  the  following  passage 
from  Hutchinson,  who  condenses  the  narrative  given  of  Davies*[* 
of  Kidwelly.  “  Divers  books  of  the  life  and  miracles  of  St.  Cuthbert 
have  been  written,  which  set  forth,  That  St.  Cuthbert,  for  a  long  time, 
led  a  most  recluse  life,  in  the  borders  of  the  Piets  ;  in  which  time  it 
happened  that  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  that  province  was  got  with 
child  by  some  young  man  in  her  fathers  house.  The  king  perceiving 
her  pregnancy,  diligently  examined  her  who  was  the  cause  of  that 
fact ;  whereupon  she  made  this  answer  :  That  solitary  young  man 
who  dwelleth  hard  by,  is  he  who  hath  overcome  me,  and  by  whose 
beauty  I  am  thus  deceived.  Whereupon  the  king  repaired  to  the 
hermit’s  place,  with  his  deflowered  daughter,  attended  by  divers 
knights,  where  he  instantly  accosted  the  servant  of  God  in  this  man¬ 
ner  :  What,  art  thou  he,  who,  under  the  colour  of  religion,  prophan- 
est  the  temple  and  sanctuary  of  God  ?  Art  thou  he,  who,  under  the 

*  Brief  Account  of  Durham  Cathedral,  p.  16. 
f  The  ancient  rites,  and  monuments  of  the  monastical  and  cathedral  church  of  Dur¬ 
ham,  collected  out  of  ancient  manuscripts  about  the  time  of  the  suppression,  published  by 
J.  D.  of  Kidwelly,  12mo.  London,  1672. 
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cloak  and  profession  of  a  hermit,  exercisest  thyself  in  all  filthiness  ? 
Behold  my  daughter,  whom  thou  by  thy  wiles  hast  corrupted,  not 
fearing  to  deflower  her  :  Therefore  now  at  last  confess  this  thy  fault, 
and  plainly  declare  here,  before  this  company  in  what  sort  thou  hast 
seduced  her.  The  king's  daughter  marking  the  fierce  speeches  of  her 
father,  very  impudently  stepped  forth,  and  boldly  affirmed,  that  it  was 
he  who  had  done  that  wicked  fact :  At  which  the  young  man,  greatly 
amazed,  perceiving  that  this  calumny  proceeded  from  the  instigation 
of  the  Devil,  applied  his  whole  heart  unto  Almighty  God,  saying  :  My 
Lord,  my  God,  who  only  knowest,  and  art  the  discoverer  of  all  secrets, 
make  manifest  also  this  work  of  iniquity,  and  by  some  token  disprove 
the  same,  which,  though  it  cannot  be  done  by  human  policy,  make  it 
known  by  some  divine  token.  When  the  young  man  had  spoken 
these  words,  suddenly,  and  in  the  same  place  where  she  stood,  the 
earth  made  a  hissing  noise,  presently  opened,  and  swallowed  her  up  in 
the  presence  of  all  the  spectators.  This  place  is  called  Corwen,  where 
she  for  her  corruption  was  conveyed  down  into  Hell.  As  soon  as  the 
king  perceived  this  miracle,  he  began  to  be  greatly  tormented  in  his 
mind,  fearing  lest  for  his  furious  threats  he  should  incur  the  same 
punishment.  Whereupon  he,  with  his  company,  humbly  craving  par¬ 
don  of  Almighty  God,  with  a  further  petition  to  that  good  man  St. 
Cuthbert,  that  by  his  prayers  he  would  crave  of  God  to  have  his 
daughter  again  :  Which  petition  the  holy  father  granted,  upon  condi¬ 
tion,  that  from  thence  no  woman  should  come  near  him.  Whence  it 
came  to  pass  that  the  king  did  not  suffer  any  woman  to  enter  into 
any  church  dedicated  to  that  saint ;  ”  *  “  which  to  this  day  is  duly  ob¬ 
served  in  all  the  Churches  of  the  Piets,  which  were  dedicated  in  the 
honour  of  that  holy  man." 

Hutchinson  mentions  another  circumstance  that  occurred  later 
in  the  course  of  our  Saint's  earthly  pilgrimage  which,  as  that  anti¬ 
quary  judiciously  conjectures,  must  have  tended  to  fortify  his  already 
imbibed  prejudice  in  this  particular.  “  Some  short  time  preceding 
St.  Cuthbert's  consecration,  the  monastery  of  Coldingham  was  burnt.")* 
The  religious  society  there  consisted  of  monks  and  nuns,  who  occu¬ 
pied  separate  parts  of  the  edifice.  But  the  severe  rules  of  the  house 
were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  a  shameful  relaxation  of  discipline ;  in¬ 
somuch,  that  the  destruction  of  that  stately  edifice  was  considered  a 
judgment,  on  the  crimes  and  pollutions  of  its  inhabitants.  The  mon¬ 
astery  of  Lindisfarne  looked  upon  this  event  with  religious  horror, 
and  soon  after  Cuthbert  was  made  bishop,  he  forbade  the  approach  of 
women  to  the  convent,  and  even  denied  them  access  to  the  church, 

*  History  of  Durham,  vol.  ii.  page  221. 
f  According  to  Bede  this  conflagration  occurred  A.  D.  679. 


where  the  monks  performed  their  devotions.  He  caused  a  small 
chapel  to  be  erected  on  a  distinct  plain  on  the  island  for  their  reception, 


Ruins  of  Lindisfarne  (1814). 


which,  from  its  situation,  was  called  [Grene  Cyrice,  or]  the  green 
church.  Women  were  afterwards  excluded  [from]  all  churches  and 
cemeteries  where  St.  Cuthbert’s  body  had  rested  ;  and  some  miraculous 
punishments  are  related  which  attended  infringements  on  this  rule,”* 
as  the  following  cases  translated  from  Symeon  of  Durham, *f*  to  whom 
Hutchinson  is  indebted  for  the  foregoing  statement,  will  plainly 
evince. 


CHAPTER  xxiij. 

Concerning  a  woman  who  entered  the  Cemetery  of  St.  Cuthbert  and  with  how  swift 
vengeance  she  was  punished. 

“  Some  women  indeed  there  have  been  who  have  daringly  attempted 
to  infringe  these  regulations,  and  by  the  measure  of  the  punishment 
that  ensued,  have  been  made  conscious  of  the  enormity  of  the  offence. 
One  of  these  was  named  Sungeoua,  wife  of  Gamelus,  the  son  of  Bevo, 
who  one  night,  as  she  was  returning  home  from  an  entertainment,  kept 
complaining  to  her  husband  that  she  could  no  where  find  a  clean  track 
by  reason  of  the  filthy  puddles  of  the  streets.  At  length  the  pair, 
in  their  good  pleasure,  must  needs  make  a  short  cut  across  the 
cemetery  of  this — yes,  of  this  our  church  of  Durham  ;  flattering  them- 

*  Hutchinson’s  History  of  Durham,  vol  i.,  p  24.  The  original  authority  is  Symeon  of 
Durham,  cap.  xxii.  A  very  judicious  exception,  considering  their  proximity  to  the 
Scottish  border,  was  made  in  their  favour  in  case  of  fires  or  forays. 

f  See  Appendix,  A. 
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selves  that  by  some  little  extra  alms-giving  they  might  expiate  the 
offence.  But  actually  whilst  they  were  proceeding  together,  the 
woman  began  to  experience  a  thrilling  dread  of  something,  I  know 
not  what,  exclaiming  that  even  now  she  felt  herself  to  be  going 
out  of  her  senses.  Her  husband,  chiding  her,  bade  her  go  on  quietly 
without  any  fear;  but  when  now  she  was  setting  her  foot  beyond 
the  enclosure  of  the  cemetery,  all  at  once  she  dropped  suddenly  to 
the  ground,  and  being  carried  home  she  departed  this  life  that  same 
night. 

CHAPTER  xxiv. 

Likewise  concerning  another  woman  who  ran  across  the  Cemetery,  and  the  kind  of  death 

by  which  she  dispatched  herself. 

“Another  similar  event  follows.  The  wife  of  a  certain  wealthy  man, — 
who  indeed  in  aftertime  associated  himself  with  us  in  the  monkish 
habit  in  this  church, — when  she  had  often  heard  the  variety  and 
beauty  of  the  ornaments  of  the  church  spoken  of  by  many  persons,  on 
a  sudden  becomes  inflamed  with  all  the  ardour  of  a  woman’s  curiosity 
to  behold  them.  Nor  was  she  likely  (as  being  elated  above  her  neigh¬ 
bours  on  the  score  of  her  husband’s  power),  to  put  a  restraint  upon 
the  impulse  of  her  mind.  And  sure  enough  she  also  took  her  way 
across  the  cemetery  of  the  church,  in  haste  enough,  but  not  with 
impunity.  For  losing  thereupon  her  senses,  she  cut  her  tongue  right 
through  with  biting  at  it,  nor  was  she  relieved  of  her  madness,  till  she 
had  with  her  own  hand  relieved  herself  of  life  by  cutting  her  throat. 
For  it  became  no  easy  matter  to  confine  her  within  the  house ;  and  in 
her  restless  wandering  from  place  to  place,  at  length  she  was  one  day 
found  lying  dead  beneath  a  tree  with  her  throat  all  bloody,  and  still 
grasping  in  her  hand  the  knife  with  which  she  had  dispatched  herself. 
Many  a  portent  besides  might  I  still  relate  as  having  been  displayed 
in  coercion  of  similar  attempts  of  female  audacity.  But  I  must  pass 
to  other  matters  and  these  may  briefly  suffice.” 

Thus  whatever  may  have  been  the  origin  of  this  exclusive  austerity, 
the  displeasure  of  the  saint  exhibited  itself  on  many  occasions  in 
strenuous  and  unequivocal  interpositions  of  his  power.  Neither  was 
he  any  respecter  of  persons  or  of  sex,  as  is  proved  by  the  following 
notice  extracted  from  the  interesting  narrative  of  a  learned  and  ex¬ 
cellent  living  writer,  to  whose  researches  the  admirers  of  all  that 
can  illustrate  the  opinions,  the  manners,  and  state  of  society  of  the 
olden  time,  are  so  deeply  indebted. — “  The  lane,  leading  from  the 
Palace  Green  to  the  city  wall,  consisting  of  the  present  Hun  Cow 
Lane  and  the  Church-yard  of  St.  Mary  le  Bow,  (long  afterwards 
appropriated  to  its  present  use)  was  of  old  called  King’s  Gate,  from 
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the  circumstance  that,  by  this  road,  William  the  Conqueror  was 
glad  to  escape  from  the  shrine  where  he  had  been  struck  with 
a  sudden  illness  of  an  alarming  nature,  in  consequence  of  his 
infidelity  on  the  subject  of  Cuthbert’s  incorruption.  The  king 


Statue  of  St.  Cuthbert  in  Durham  Cathedral. 


doubted,  and  he  was  punished  for  his  incredulity, — but  by  what 
hand « "  * 

In  proof  that  this  Church-garth,  so  formidable  to  females  and  to 
the  sceptical  of  the  other  sex,  was  not  without  its  miracles  of  benevo¬ 
lence,  in  fairness  “  we  must  tell  one  little  story.  In  times  of  old, 
there  was  in  the  diocese  of  Durham  a  good-natured  fellow,  who,  from 
pure  principle,  never  went  through  a  church-yard  without  praying  for 
the  dead  who  were  buried  in  its  soil.  It  happened  to  this  same  per¬ 
son,  in  the  course  of  his  days,  to  be  chased  into  a  church-yard,  by 
some  men  who  had  determined  upon  his  murder,  when,  strange  to 
say,  the  whole  surface  of  the  ground  began  to  bristle  with  swords  and 
spears,  starting  out  of  the  earth  in  his  defence.  The  dead  men, 
whose  remains  it  contained,  out  of  gratitude  for  his  prayers,  burst 
from  their  graves  en  masse ,  each  clad  in  the  armour  which  he  had 
worn  when  alive,  and  most  effectually  protected  him  from  his  foes.”*|* 

Again  toward  the  close  of  the  twelfth  century,  when  Bishop  Pudsey 
meditated  the  erection  of  a  chapel  communicating  with  his  Cathedral 
from  which  female  worshippers  might  not  be  wholly  excluded,  he 
selected  for  his  purpose  the  site  of  the  present  nine  altars.  The 
foundations  had  actually  been  laid,  and  he  “  had  made  considerable 
progress  with  the  work,  when  its  marble  pillars  began  to  totter,  and 
fissures  were  discernible  in  its  walls.  The  architect  had  probably  not 
gone  down  to  the  good  foundation,  which  might  have  been  obtained. 
The  failure,  however,  is  attributed  to  St.  Cuthbert ;  who  finding  that 
he  was  likeley  to  be  so  nearly  approached  by  the  sex  he  detested, 
affected  the  god,  shook  the  little  Olympus  of  his  resting-place,  and 
made  the  obnoxious  fabric  totter  to  its  base.,,J  Imbued  with  the 
notions  prevalent  at  the  period,  the  workmen  would  easily  be  brought 
to  accept  any  interpretation  of  an  accident,  which  it  might  suit  the 
monks  to  give ;  and  they  would  have  shrunk  from  the  prosecution  of 
their  task,  on  witnessing  half  the  tokens  of  his  displeasure  which  the 
Saint  is  related  to  have  manifested.  Of  the  Prelate  who  employed 
them  who  could  presume  to  doubt  that  he  felt  acutely  this  rebuke  of 
his  sainted  predecessor ;  and  perhaps  he  would  not  complain  of  the 
interruption,  inasmuch  as  his  obsequious  abandonment  of  the  site 
would  forthwith  be  interpreted  into  a  recognition  of  the  power  of  the 
Saint,  in  the  magnifying  of  whose  influence  he,  in  common  with  the 
monks,  was  so  largely  interested.§  At  all  events  he  did  abandon  the 

*  Raine,  p.  135.  f  Raine,  note  p.  122.  |  Raine,  p.  69. 

§  The  portents  by  which  the  attempt  made  by  the  emperor  Julian,  in  the  fourth  cen¬ 
tury,  to  reinstate  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  had  been  miraculously  defeated,  could  not  be 
unknown  to  churchmen ;  and,  being  known,  they  would  doubtless  be  dwelt  upon  as  fondly 
by  medieval  writers  and  preachers,  as  they  appear  to  have  been  in  yet  earlier  ages.  And 
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inauspicious  attempt,  and  disposed  the  position  of  his  receptacle  for 
female  devotees  at  a  more  respectful  distance  from  the  hallowed  and 
uncorrupted  body, — caro  carie  carens, — of  him  whose  abrenunciation 
of  the  proximity  of  the  sex  was  so  stern  and  uncompromising. 

To  prevent  the  possibility  of  misapprehension  on  a  point  so  import¬ 
ant,  the  limit  was  distinctly  marked  by  a  blue  stone  cross,  inserted  in 
the  pavement  of  the  Cathedral  floor,  which  even  now  is  visible,  be 
tween  the  extreme  western  pillars  of  the  nave,  beyond  which  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  his  dislike  might  not  approach  with  impunity  towards  his 
shrine.  As  Davies  informs  us,  “  There  is,  betwixt  the  pillars,  on  the 
North-side,  which  the  Holy  water  did  stand  in,  and  the  Pillar  which 
standeth  over  against  it  on  the  South-side,  from  the  one  of  them  to 
the  other,  a  Row  of  blue  Marble ;  and  in  the  midst  of  the  said  Row 
there  is  a  Cross  of  blue  Marble,  in  token  that  all  Women,  who  came 
to  hear  Divine  Service,  should  not  be  suffered  to  come  above  the  said 
Cross ;  and  if  it  chanced  that  any  Woman  came  above  it,  within  the 
Body  of  the  Church,  then  straitwayes  she  was  taken,  and  punished 
for  certain  dayes ;  because  there  was  never  W oman  came  there  where 
<,  the  holy  man,  St.  Cuthbert  was,  for  the  Reverence  they  had  to  his 
sacred  Body.  Also  if  any  Woman  chanc'd  to  come  within  the 
Abbey-Gates,  or  within  any  Precincts  of  the  House,  if  she  had  been 
seen  but  her  length  within  any  place  of  the  said  House,  she  was  taken, 
and  set  fast,  and  punished,  to  give  example  to  all  others,  for  doing 
the  like.” 

For  the  latter  restriction  we  agree  with  Mr.  Raine  in  thinking  that 
there  might  have  been  “a  better  reason.”  But  in  neither  case 
was  intrusion  lightly  passed  over,  the  temerity  of  trespassers  was 
as  promptly  punished,  as  it  was  rigorously  interdicted.  Thus,  a 
memorable  instance  of  an  intrusion  within  the  abbey  being  repelled, 
occurred  in  the  case  of  “  Queen  Philippa,  the  wife  of  Edward  III., 
who,  when  at  Durham  with  her  husband  in  1333,  was  compelled  to 
leave  his  bed  in  the  priory  (now  the  deanery)  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  and  run  half  dressed  to  the  castle  ;  the  monks  having  dis¬ 
covered  the  sinful  intrusion  of  which  she  was  unwittingly  guilty.”* 
So  much  for  the  vigilance  with  which  the  precincts  were  guarded  in 
the  one  case.  Nor  was  the  embargo  maintained  less  rigorously  in 
the  other.  The  following  sentence  pronounced  in  1417,  upon  two 

hence,  in  the  case  of  any  sudden  subsidence  of  the  foundations  of  Pudsey’s  projected  edi¬ 
fice,  the  memory  of  the  monks,  stored  with  incidents  so  congenial  to  their  tastes,  would 
readily  supply  hints  for  turning  the  event  to  account,  and  for  improving  it  into  a  miracle, 
without  the  exertion  of  the  imaginative  faculty  usual  on  such  occasions — See  Gibbon, 
Decline  and  Fall,  chap,  xxiii.,  and  the  authorities  quoted  by  him,— Warburton’s  Julian ,  &c. 

*  Raine,  p.  16. 
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unfortunate  and  over  curious  intruders  within  the  Church,  and  the 
subjoined  certificate  of  its  actual  fulfilment  will  prove  the  extent  to 
which  its  sanctity  was  asserted. 

“  to  summon  certain  women  of  Newcastle  to  receive 

the  punishment  enjoined  them,  by  reason  of  their  having  essayed 
to  go  up  to  the  Feretory  of  St.  Cuthbert. 

The  official  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham,  to  the  parochial  chap¬ 
lains  of  the  churches  of  St.  Nicholas  and  All  Saints,  in  the  town  of 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  wisheth  health  through  the  Author  of  health. 
Whereas  Matilda  Burgh,  and  Margaret  Usshar,  servants,  as  they 
assert,  of  Peter  Baxter  of  the  said  town,  led  by  the  instigation  of 
the  devil,  and  by  their  own  desperate  audacity,  came  lately  to  the 
cathedral  church  of  Durham,  clad  in  man’s  garments,  with  mind 
and  purpose  to  approach  bodily  to  the  Feretory  of  the  most  holy 
confessor  Cuthbert,  knowing  this  to  be  prohibited  on  pain  of  the 
greater  excommunication,  and  of  violation  of  the  liberty  of  the  Church 
to  all  women  whatsoever:  and  Whereas  they  have  in  the  presence 
of  us,  sitting  in  our  tribunal,  been  convicted,  and  have  confessed  them¬ 
selves  guilty  of  this  grave  offence  :  and  Whereas  from  offences  of  this 
nature  a  disposition  to  proceed  to  yet  further  wickedness  is  inferred : 
We,  with  the  consent  of  Master  John  Houteman,  vicar-general  of  our 
Lord  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  and  of  other  men  skilled  in  the  law,  with 
us  at  that  time  sitting,  have  enjoined  upon  the  said  women  duly 
sworn,  these  penances  for  their  offence,  viz : — that  they  and  each  of 
them  shall  walk  on  three  feast  days  in  front  of  the  procession  about 
the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  on  three  other  feast  days  about  the 


So.  Porch  of  St.  Nicholas  (1819). 
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church  of  All  Saints  aforesaid  in  that  same  man's  attire,  in  the  same 


Ruins  of  the  Church  of  All  Saints  Newcastle  (1785,). 

manner  and  form  in  which  they  so  daringly  approached  the  said 
cathedral  church  of  Durham.  We  therefore  enjoin  and  command 
you,  so  far  as  regards  the  said  women  performing  the  said  penance  as 
aforesaid,  that  ye  cite  them  on  alternate  days  into  your  Churches,  and 
publicly  and  solemnly  declare  the  cause  wherefore  they  perform  such 
penance,  that  no  other  women  hereafter  may  have  the  hardihood  to 
advance  to  such  a  height  of  delinquency :  Citing  also,  nevertheless, 
the  said  Peter  Baxter,  and  his  wife  to  appear  before  us  or  our  Com¬ 
missary  in  the  Galilee*  at  Durham,  on  the  Monday  next  after  the 
feast  of  St.  Michael  next,  to  alledge  and  set  forth  reasonable  cause 
(if  such  they  have)  why  they  ought  not  to  be  punished  in  form  of 
law,  as  fosterers,  abettors  and  counsellors  in  this  behalf,  and  further 
to  do  and  receive  what  justice  shall  suggest : — and  what  ye  shall  do 

*  The  Consistory  Court  of  the  diocese  was  held  for  many  years  in  the  Galilee,  of  the 
erection  of  which  by  Bishop  Pudsey  we  have  had  mention  made  above.  The  tomb  of 
Langley,  another  prelate  of  the  church,  formed  the  tribunal.  The  inscription  on  the 
arch  above  is  most  appropriate  :  “Judicium  Jehovae  est,  Domine  Deus,  da  servo  tuo  cor 
intelligens  ut  judicet  populu’  tuu’  et  discernat  inter  bonu’  et  malum.”  1  Kings  iij.  9. 
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in  the  premises,  see  that  ye  certify  openly  to  us  at  the  said  day  and 
place  together  with  these  letters  under  your  seal. 

Given  at  Durham,  the  1 8th  dav  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1417  * 

i(  touching  the  penance  of  the  two  women  who  endea¬ 

voured  to  approach  the  Feretory  of  St.  Cuthbert. 

By  authority  of  this  mandate  I  cited  the  underwritten  Matilda  and 
Margaret  unto  the  penance  by  you  judicially  enjoined  upon  them, 
who  with  all  humble  obedience  have  appeared,  and  the  said  penance 
have  devoutly  fulfilled,  by  going  about  the  church  of  All  Saints  in 
front  of  the  procession  on  Sunday  last,  according  to  the  manner  and 
form  on  them  enjoined  and  on  the  other  Sundays  are  alike  [ready] 
unto  the  said  penances,  if  they  be  not  able  to  find  grace :  neverthe¬ 
less,  if  it  be  your  pleasure,  it  were  good  that  remission  were  graciously 
conceded  : — And  so  I  am  ready  in  all  things,  so  far  as  within  me  lies, 
to  perform  your  venerable  mandate : — And  the  aforesaid  Peter  I  have 
cited  according  to  the  form  of  the  mandate,  and  the  wife  of  the  afore¬ 
said  Peter  hath  travailed  so  heavily  with  her  two  twins,  that  she 
cannot  decently  appear. 

By  me  Robert  Croft,  chaplain  of  the  Church  of  All  Saints.” 

Upon  the  whole,  if  we  consider  the  amount  of  'proeternatural  ven¬ 
geance  which  is  stated  to  have  overtaken  the  women  in  the  cases 
quoted  above,  and  contrast  this  penance  of  the  fifteenth  century  with 
the  fearful  legends  of  an  earlier  age,  we  must  consider  that  this  Peter 
Baxter’s  “  womankind ”  got  off  with  comparative  impunity.  We 
may  fairly  infer  that  some  change  had  “  come  o’er  the  spirit  ”  of  the 
times.  At  least  we  cannot  dismiss  this  remarkable  sentence  and  the 
portent  recorded  by  the  monkish  historian,  without  taking  notice  in 
passing  that  either  the  power  of  the  Saint  had  suffered  some  curtail¬ 
ment,  or  he  had  become  more  forbearing,  in  the  interval  between  the 
date  of  Bishop  Pudsey’s  attempt  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  fifteenth.  Why  else  did  he  not  himself  punish  the 
intruders  ?  But  perhaps  these  later  trespassers  were  too  humble  to  be¬ 
come  the  direct  objects  of  his  wrath  :  and,  upon  the  principle — “  nec 
Deus  intersit  nisi  dignus  vindice  nodus,  ”  he  might  reserve  the  fulmi- 
nations  of  his  displeasure  for  the  heads  of  incredulous  Kings,  and 
peccant  or  oblivious  Prelates. 

But  this  we  leave  for  others  to  decide,  only  observing  that  perhaps 
after  all  we  may  detect  as  much  of  policy  as  of  austerity  in  both  these 
cases.  The  uncourteous  expulsion  of  a  Queen  in  that  age  might  do 
much,  in  the  opinion  of  their  superiors,  nay  even  in  that  of  royalty 


*  See  Appendix,  B. 


itself,  after  the  first  feeling  of  annoyance  had  passed  away,  to  advance 
the  credit  of  the  monks  for  uncompromising  austerity,  and  might  help 
to  disperse  any  existing  suspicion  of  diminished  strictness  in  the  ob- 


Obverse  of  the  Seal  of  the  Convent  of  Durham. 

servance  of  the  rule  of  their  order.  While  the  mortifying,  though 
less  rigorous  penance  to  which  these  poor  servant  girls  were  subjected, 
would  produce  a  similar  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  middle  and  lower 
classes  in  their  own  neighbourhood.  And  whether  we  imagine  the 
power  of  the  saint  to  have  become  weaker,  or  himself  more  reluctant 
to  exert  it, — this  at  least  is  certain,  that  in  the  latter  case  there  was  a 
decisive  exhibition  of  the  authority  asserted  by  the  ecclesiastical  body 
who  were  invested  with  his  temporal  dignities,  and  of  the  vigour  with 
which  it  was  capable  of  being  exercised.  While  the  direct  interposi¬ 
tions  of  his  power,  which  are  attributed  to  him  in  the  former  instances, 
are  marked  by  such  a  peculiar  sensitiveness  of  the  inconvenience  of 
female  curiosity,  as  to  afford  evidence  at  once  and  equally  convincing 
of  the  cautious  judgment  of  the  Saint,  and  of  the  no  less  prudent 
apprehensions^of  the  appointed  guardians  of  his  reputation. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

Wo  subjoin  the  original  of  the  passages  translated  from  Symeon 
of  Durham,  as  likely  to  interest  some  of  our  readers. 

CAP.  XXII. 

Quare  Jcemince  in  ecclesia  Sancti  Cuthberti  non  intrent,  fy  de  excessu  Sancti- 

monialium  quondam  in  Coldingham. 

IN  nullam  autem  pene  ecclesiarum  quas  Confessor  beatus,  sive 
ante  sive  nunc  in  tempore  fuge  vel  post,  sui  sacri  corporis  prsesentia 
illustravit,  ulla  usque  hodie  feminis  esse  constat  intrandi  licentia.  Cu- 
jus  rei  consuetudo  ut  qua  de  causa  oriri  coeperit  indicemus,  intermisso 
paululum  narrandi  ordine  breviter  superiora  replicemus.  Ante  paucos 
sane  sui  episcopatus  annos  monasterium  in  Coldingham  per  culpam 
incurie  flammis  absumptum  est,  quod  tamen  a  malitia  inhabitantium 
in  eo  contigisse  omnes  qui  novere  facillime  potuerunt  advertere.  Erant 
siquidem  in  eodem  loco  diversis  tamen  separatee  mansionibus  Mona- 
chorum  Sanctimonaliumque  congregationes^  qui  paulatim  a  regularis 
discipline  statu  defluentes,  inhonesta  invicem  familiaritate  decipiendi 
occasionem  inimico  prebuerant.  Nam  &  domunculas  quae  ad  orandum 
vel  legendum  facte  fuerant,  in  commessationum,  potationum,  confabu- 
lationum,  &  ceterarum  cubilia  illecebrarum  convertebant.  Virgines 
quoque  Deo  dicate,  contempta  reverentia  sue  professionis,  texendis 
subtilioribus  indumentis  operam  dabant,  quibus  aut  seipsas  ad  vicem 
sponsarum  in  periculum  sui  status  adornarent,  aut  externorum  sibi 
virorum  amicitiam  compararent :  unde  merito,  loco  illi  &  habitatoribus 
ejus  gravis  de  ccelo  vindicta  flammis  sevientibus  facta  fuerat.  Sed 
non  defuit  puniendis  admonitio  premissa  divine  pietatis,  qua  aliquan- 
tulum  correcti  paucis  post  diebus  timere  &  seipsos  intermissis  facinoribus 
ceperunt  castigare.  Verum  post  obitum  religiose  Abbatisse  Ebbe 
redierunt  ad  pristinas  sord.es,  immo  sceleratiora  fecerunt,  &  cum  dicerent 
Pax  &  securitas,  divine  ultionis  poena  sunt  multati.  Nec  multo  post 
vir  Domini  Cuthbertus  episcopali  sullimatus  cathedra,  ne  sui  vel 
presentes  vel  futuri  quandoque  tali  exemplo  Dei  super  se  iram  provo- 
carent,  omne  ab  eis  foemin  arum  separavit  consortium,  ne  indiscreta 
illarum  societas  servis  Dei  aliquod  sui  propositi  periculum,  &  ex  eorum 
ruina  inimico  generaret  gaudium.  Omnibus  ergo  &  viris  &  foeminis 
consentientibus,  omne  suis  &  in  presenti  &  post  futuris  temporibus 
muliebre  interdixit  consortium,  earumque  ab  ecclesie  sue  ingressu 
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penitus  amovit  introitum.  Unde  in  insula  sedis  episcopalis  ejus  facta 
ecclesia  quae  lingua  indigenarum  Grene  Cyrice ,  id  est,  viridis  ecclesia 
appellatur,  eo  quod  in  campi  virentis  planitie  sita  sit,  jussit  ut  illo 
Missas  &  verbum  Dei  auditurse  muiieres  convenirent,  ne  propius  ecclesiae 
in  qua  ipse  cum  Monachis  conversabatur  unquam  accederent.  Quae 
consuetudo  usque  hodie  diligenter  observatur,  in  tantum,  ut  nisi  metus 
hostilis  vel  concrematio  loci  compellat,  nec  in  cimiteria  quidem  ipsarum 
ecclesiarum,  ubi  ad  tempus  corpus  ejus  requieverat,  mulieribus  introire 
liceat. 


CAP.  XXIII. 

De  fcemina  quce  ccemiterium  Sancti  Cuthberti  introiit  quam  celeri  vindicta 
punita  sit. 

Fuerant  autem  nonnullae  quae  ausu  temerario  haec  instituta  infringere 
temptaverunt,  sed  quantum  scelus  admiserint  mox  poena  vindice  sen- 
serunt.  Harum  quaedam  vocabulo  Sungeoua,  filii  Bevonis  qui  Gamelo 
vocabatur  uxor,  quae  nocte  quadam  cum  de  convivio  domum  redire 
vellet,  querebatur  marito  quod  viam  propter  lutosas  platearum  vora- 
gines  nusquam  mundam  habere  potuisset.  Ad  ultimum  utrisque  placuit 
ut  per  cimiterium  hujus,  hoc  est,  Dunhelmensis  ecclesiae  transitum 
facerent,  atque  postea  hoc  peccatum  elemosinis  expiarent.  Cum  ergo 
simul  irent,  repen te  coepit  ipsa  nescio  quid  exhorrere,  &  se  jamjamque 
extra  sensum  fore  clamare.  Increpata  a  marito  ut  tacens  absque  ullo 
timore  pergeret,  cum  jam  extra  sepem  quae  cimiterium  ecclesiae  ambierat, 
pedem  poneret,  ilico  repente  cecidit,  domumque  portata  ipsam  noctem 
hujus  vitae  terminum  habuit. 


CAP.  XXIV. 

Item,  de  alia  quce  per  ccemiterium  cucurrit,  qua  morte  se  ipsam  extinxerit. 

Sequitur  &  aliud  non  dissimiliter  factum.  Erat  nanque  uxor  cujusdam 
divitis  qui  postea  nobiscum  in  hac  ecclesia  in  monachico  habitu  con- 
versatus  est,  quae  audiens  narrari  a  pluribus  variam  ecclesiae  ornamentorum 
pulchritudinem,  foeminea  aviditate  videndi  nova  succenditur.  Nec  valens 
impetum  anitni  refrenare,  quae  se  prae  caeteris  mariti  potentia  extulerat, 
arripuit  viam  per  ecclesiae  cimiterium,  sed  non  impune.  Postea  enim 
sensum  perdidit,  suam  morsibus  linguam  precidit,  nec  prius  insaniam 
quam  propria  manu  inciso  sibi  gutture  vitam  amisit.  Nam  in  domo 
non  facile  retineri  valens,  dum  incertis  sedibus  vagaretur,  die  quadam 
inventa  est  sub  arbore  cruentato  gutture  mortua  jacere,  &  cultellum 
quo  semetipsam  extinxerat  in  manu  retinere.  Plura  quidem  contra 
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similem  aliarum  foeminarum  audaciarn  divinitus  ostensa  adhuc  narrari 
poterant,  sed  quoniam  ad  alia  nobis  transeundum  est,  haec  brevitatis 
causa  de  his  dicta  sufficiant. 


APPENDIX  B. 


The  Mandate  of  the  Court  in  the  case  of  these  trespassers  on  the 
sanctity  of  St.  Cuthbert  is  so  curious,  that  we  are  sure  no  apology 
will  be  required  for  our  reprinting  the  original  Latin  from  the  appen¬ 
dix  to  Bourne’s  History  of  Newcastle,  page  208. 

Mandatum  ad  vocand.  certas  mulieres  de  Novo  Castro  ad  pcenas  eis  injunctas , 
pro  eo  quod  attemptaverint  transire  ad  feretrum  S.  Cuthberti. 

Domini  Dunelm.  Episcopi  Officialis  Capellanis  parochialibus  Ecclesia- 
rum  S.  Nicholai  &  Omnium  Sanctorum  villse  Novi  Castri  super  Tynam 
salutem  in  Auctore  Salutis.  Cum  nuper  Matildis  Burgh  &  Margareta 
Usshar  servientes  ut  asserunt  Petri  Baxter  dictse  villse,  ex  instigatione 
diabolica  inductee,  &  ausu  temerario  ad  Ecclesiam  cathedralem  Dun- 
men.  accessissent  vestibus  virilibus  indutse,  eo  animo  &  intensione,  ut 
ad  feretrum  Sanctiss.  Confessoris  Cuthberti  personaliter  accederent,  sci- 
entes  hoc  esse  prohibitum  mulieribus  quibuscunq;  sub  poena  excommu- 
nicationis  majoris,  &  violationis  Ecclesise  libertatis.  Cumq ;  de  hoc 
gravi  facinore  coram  nobis  pro  tribunali  sedentibus  convictse  fuissent 
&  confessatee,  &  cum  talibus  delictis  voluntas  progrediens  ad  ulteriora 
reputatur  prsesto  de  consensu  Magistri  Johannis  Houteman  Dom.  nostri 
Episcopi  Dunelm .  Vicarii  Generalis,  ac  aliorum  Jurisperitorum  nobis 
ad  tunc  assidentium,  dictis  mulieribus  in  forma  juris  juratis  poenitentias 
injunximus  pro  commisso,  viz.  quod  utraq;  earum  incedat  coram  pro- 
cessione  tribus  diebus  festivis  circa  Ecclesiam  S.  Nicholai ,  &  aliis  tribus 
diebus  festivis  circa  Ecclesiam  Omnium  Sanctorum  preedictas  in  eisdem 
vestibus  virilibus,  eisdem  modo  &  forma  quibus  ad  dictam  Ecclesiam 
cathedralem  Dunelm.  tarn  temerarie  accedebant.  Vobis  igitur  injun- 
gimus  &  mandamus,  quatenus  dictas  mulieres  ad  agend.  dictas  poeniten¬ 
tias,  ut  preemittitur  alternis  diebus  in  vestris  Ecclesiis  convocetis,  & 
causam  quare  talem  peragunt  poenitentiam  populo  publice  &  solemniter 
nuncietis,  ne  aliee  mulieres  de  ceetero  in  tantam  prorumpere  audaciarn 
delinquendi  valeant:  Citantes  nihilominus  dictum  Petrum  Baxter  & 
uxorem  ejus,  quod  compareant  coram  nobis  vel  Commissario  in  galilea 
Dunelm.  die  Lunce  proximo  post  festum  S.  Michaelis  proxime  futuro 
causam  rationabilem,  si  quam  habeant,  quare  non  debeant,  tanquam 
fautores,  auctores,  &  consilium  dantes  in  hac  parte,  puniri  in  forma  juris, 
allegaturi  &  proponituri,  ulteriusq ;  facturi  &  recepturi  quod  justitia 
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suadebit:  &  quid  feceritis  in  praemissis  nos  ad  dictum  diem  &  locum 
certificetis  aperte  cum  istis  literis  sigillo  vestro  sigillatis. 

Dat.  j Dunelm.  18.  die  mensis  Sepiemb.  Anno  Dorn.  1417. 


Certificatorium ■  de  poenitentia  duarum  mulierum  quce  nitebantur  accedere  ad 

feretrum  S.  Cuthberti. 

Hujus  auctoritate  mandati  Matildam  &  Margaretam  infrascriptas  vo- 
cavi  ad  poenitentiam  a  vobis  judicialiter  illis  irjjunctam,  quae  humiliter 
obtemperantes  comparuerunt,  &  dictam  poenitentiam  devote  impleverunt, 
circumeundo  Ecclesiam  Omnium  Sanctorum  coram  processionem,  secun¬ 
dum  modum  &  formam  eis  injunctam  in  ultima  Dominicia,  &  de  caeteris 
Dominicis  pariter  sunt  ad  dictas  poenitentias,  si  meliorem  gratiam  non 
valeant  invenire  tamen  bonum  est  ut  illis  gratiose  parceatur,  si  vobis 
placuerit,  &  sic  mandatum  vestrum  venerabile  penes  me  in  omnibus 
sum  executurus,  &  praedictum  Petrum  citavi  secundum  formam  man¬ 
dati,  &  uxor  praedicti  Petri  sic  est  fatigata  cum  duobus  gemellis  quod 
honeste  non  potest  comparere. 

Per  Robertum  Croft  Capellanum  Ecclesiae  Omnium  Sanctorum . 


by  M .  A.  Richard/on, ,  dwellynge  at 
the  signe  of  ye  Ryver  Godde  Tine ,  in  ye  Greye 
Strete  foranenste  ye  Hyghe  Frere  Chare  in  Nevve 
Castell,  in  ye  yere  of  Grace. 

M.D.CCC.XL1V. 
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THE  KING  OF  THE  PICTS  AND  ST.  CUTHBERT. 

FROM  RAINE’s  “  NORTH  DURHAM.” 


HE  King  has  doffed  his  harness  bright. 
His  shield  is  hung  on  high ; 

He  shuns  the  gladsome  beams  of  day. 
The  tear  stands  in  his  eye ; 


And  gloomy,  gloomy  is  his  brow  ; — 
Say,  is  it  mortal  pain, 

Or  secret  sorrow’s  deadly  pang 

That  cleaves  his  heart  in  twain  ? 


“  Oh  daughter,  woe  betide  this  hour 
“  That  I  have  lived  to  see ; 

“  The  fairest  jewel  in  my  crown 
“  Were  dim  compared  to  thee. 

“  But,  ah !  too  sure  thy  hollow  eye 
“And  faded  cheek  proclaim, 

“  That  guilt  has  withered  thy  virgin  flower, 
“And  brought  my  pride  to  shame. 

“  Speak,  then  ;  or  thou  a  father’s  wrath 
“  And  vengeful  sword  shall  feel ; 

“  Declare  thy  faithless  paramour, 

“  The  traitor’s  name  reveal. 

“  Ere  yonder  sun  that  flames  aloft 
“  Hath  sunk  in  ocean  bed, 

“  The  wretch  who  wronged  my  child  shall  pay 
“  The  forfeit  of  his  head. 
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44  Stand  he  the  nearest  to  my  throne, 

44  A  lord  of  high  degree, 

44  His  arm  had  need  be  strong  in  fight, 

44  Or  swift  his  foot  to  flee.” 

44  Oh  !  father,  father,  look  not  so, 

44  Nor  doom  to  death  thy  child, 

44  From  virtue’s  path  by  wily  words 
“  And  cruel  art  beguiled. 

64  He  stands  not  near  thy  royal  throne 
44  A  lord  of  high  degree, 

44  Nor  strong  his  arm  in  bloody  flght, 

44  Nor  swift  his  foot  to  flee  ; 

44  But  coarsely  clad  in  hermit  weeds, 

44  Oh,  grief !  oh,  shame  to  tell ! 

44  Hard  by  he  lives,  a  lovely  youth, 

44  In  lone  sequestered  cell.” 

The  monarch  marked  her  quivering  frame, 
Her  tears  that  downward  stole  ; 

They  fell,  but  fell  like  sparks  of  fire, 

And  kindled  all  his  soul. 

And  he  has  sworn  by  Him  who  saved 
Our  souls  upon  the  rood, 

That,  weal  or  woe,  his  sword  shall  drink 
The  holy  traitor’s  blood. 

Now  has  he  left  the  castle  gate, 

His  daughter  by  his  side  ; 

And  thrice  ten  knights,  a  warlike  train, 
Behind  in  order  ride. 

They  climb  the  mountain’s  heathy  van, 
The  rugged  steep  descend ; 

The  grey  mist  settles  on  their  path, 

But  onward  still  they  wend. 

Under  the  yew  trees’  awful  shade 
They  plunge  into  the  glen, — 

Meet  place  were  this  for  murder  foul, 

And  haunt  of  lawless  men. 
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They  list  the  raven’s  boding  voice 
Perched  on  the  blasted  oak  ; 

But  never  a  word  or  whisper-breath 
The  solemn  silence  broke. 

Yet  oft  the  King  with  wistful  eye 
Turned  to  the  much-loved  maid ; 

And  now  he  wrings  his  hands  in  grief. 
Now  grasps  his  iron  blade. 

The  damsel  droops  her  wimpled  head, 

Sore  heaves  her  breast  the  while  ; 

Nor  dare  she  meet  that  angry  face 
Was  wont  on  her  to  smile. 

Ere  long,  with  winding  course  they  reach 
The  valley’s  shadowy  bound, 

Where  moss-grown  rocks  together  crushed 
A  mighty  rampart  frowned. 

No  living  hand  the  barrier  built ; — 

He  who  beyond  would  go 
Must  soar  upon  the  eagle’s  wing, 

Or  baffled  rest  below. 

A  mountain  burn  rushed  boiling  forth 
Beneath  the  hoary  pile, 

Encircling  with  divided  stream 
The  hermit’s  tufted  isle. 

No  stop,  no  stay,  the  stream  they  cross 
That  laves  the  hallow’d  ground — 

Now  hide  thee,  Cuthbert,  in  thy  cell, 
Thine  enemies  *  close  thee  round  ! 

He  flies  not  from  their  searching  gaze 
As  nearer  still  they  draw  ; 

In  sooth,  he  wist  not  what  to  think, 

But  feared  not  what  he  saw. 

Albeit  unused  to  clank  of  arms. 

Or  blaze  of  courtly  pride, 

No  pallid  hue,  nor  passing  blush. 

His  guileless  forehead  dyed,  j 
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A  shaggy  vesture’s  russet  folds 
His  graceful  limbs  confined ; 

Loose  on  his  shoulders  flowed  his  hair, 

And  glitter’d  in  the  wind. 

Most  like  to  him  whose  voice  of  old 
Was  heard  in  desart  air,1 

“  Make  straight  the  path  for  Christ  the  Lord, 

44  Prepare  the  way,  prepare !  ” 

The  King,  unmoved  as  rock  of  stone, 

Surveys  the  saintly  form  ; 

Awhile  his  bosom  swells  with  rage, 

Then  burst  the  gathered  storm. 

“  Oh  !  slave  to  lust,  and  child  of  sin  ! 

“  Who  in  this  calm  retreat 

44  Hast  made  thy  lonely  house  of  prayer 
44  A  trap  for  female  feet. 

44  Accursed  of  Him  to  whom  thy  vows 
44  Dissembling  homage  paid, 

44  Behold  the  victim  of  thy  arts, 

4*  A  wretched,  ruined  maid  ! 

44  Yet  deem  not  prayer  or  muttered  spell 
44  Can  hope  of  safety  bring  ; 

44  No  unprotected  damsel  she — 

44  The  daughter  of  a  King. 

44  Short  is  the  time  thy  fate  allows 
44  For  grace  divine  to  call ; 

44  Shrieve  thee,  ere  yet  the  lifted  sword 
44  Of  speedy  justice  fall !  ” 

The  Princess  hears  the  thrilling  words, 

And,  lost  to  maiden  shame, 

With  malice  foul  and  fiendlike  breath 
She  fans  the  rising  flame : 

4  4  A  fearless  votary  came  I  here, 

44  Nor  dreamed  of  pious  wiles  ; 

1  See  the  picture  by  Guido  of  John  the  Baptist  when  young. 


4 


22 


“  I  spied  no  danger  in  his  looks, 

“No  ambush  in  his  smiles. 

“  Oh  !  would  to  Heaven  this  fatal  spot 
“  That  I  had  never  seen  ! 

“  What,  though  he  hears  an  angel’s  face 
“  Yet  Satan  lurks  within.” 

The  patient  hermit  deeply  sighs, 

And  kneels  the  King  before  ; 

Think  not  he  kneels  to  sooth  his  rage, 

Or  mercy  to  implore. 

Inspired  he  seems  ;  his  faithful  hopes 
Are  fixed  on  God  above  ; 

His  arms  are  crossed  upon  his  breast, 

His  lips  begin  to  move. 

“  O  source  supreme  of  light  and  truth ! 

“  Thou  God  to  whom  alone 

“  The  evil  treasure  of  the  heart 
“  And  all  its  thoughts  are  known ! 

“  The  cry  of  death  that  hunts  me  down 
“  Has  reached  thy  throne  on  high ; 

“  Thou  knowest  thy  servant  all  too  weak 
“To  strive  with  treachery. 

“  Forget  me  not  in  this  my  need, 

“  Nor  heavenly  aid  delay  ; 

“  Rise  in  thy  strength,  Almighty  Power, 
“  Thy  red  right  arm  display.” 

He  spoke,  the  fervent  prayer  prevailed, 
Nature  the  influence  owned  ; 

Trembled  the  earth,  and  loured  the  sky, 
The  rooted  forest  groaned. 

The  sacred  island’s  rocky  base 
Is  cleft  from  shore  to  shore  ; 

The  guilty  Princess  shrieks  aloud, 

She  sinks — to  rise  no  more. 

i 

Yet,  ere  the  cavern’s  horrid  jaws 
Were  seen  again  to  close, 
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Forth  issuing  from  the  depths  of  hell 
A  cloud  sulphureous  rose. 

Whilst  all  the  world  in  brightness  lay 
There  thickest  gloom  was  spread  ; 

Woe  to  the  King,  and  to  his  train  ! 
Their  bosoms  shook  with  dread. 

Soft  blows  the  wind,  the  murky  cloud 
Is  rolled  in  flakes  away: 

Who  then  is  seen  on  bended  knee  ? 
Who  then  is  heard  to  pray  ? 

He  who  beheld  the  yawning  chasm 
His  perjured  daughter’s  grave, 

Now  seeks  with  tears  and  piteous  plaint 
His  forfeit  life  to  save. 

And  much  he  rues  his  hasty  threats, 
i\nd  fears  the  wrath  of  Heaven  : 

4 4  One  boon  I  crave,”  the  hermit  cries, 

44  And  thou  shalt  be  forgiven.” 

Light  boon  it  was,  and  easy  price, 

Such  pardon  to  obtain, — 

That  none  of  womankind  should  e'er 
The  chaste  retreat  profane. 

So  it  fell  out  in  after  time 
(For  true  the  voice  of  fame), 

When  many  a  church  was  dedicate 
To  holy  Cuthbert’s  name, 

That  never  maid  nor  matron  dared 
This  privilege  to  slight ; 

Apart  they  stood  an  outlawed  band, 

Nor  mixed  in  mystic  rite. 

Ye  who  believe  this  legend  wild, 

A  fabling  poet’s  dream, 

If  chance  your  wandering  footsteps  lead 
To  Wear’s  romantic  stream  ; 

Would  ye  the  distant  days  recall 
Of  superstition’s  reign, 
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Go  search  the  storied  pavement  round 
In  Durham’s  massy  fane. 

Where  lifts  the  blessed  font  on  high 
Its  rich  embroidered  cone, 

Between  the  northern  cloister-port 
And  holy  water  stone  ; 

There  still  is  traced  the  bounding  line 
Monastic  rigour  drew, — 

Weak  barrier  now  ’gainst  female  foot, — 
A  cross  of  marble  blue. 


W.  N.  D. 


